


anything back. It is giving others what they need, not what they deserve.
Although love can create intense feelings, love is not a feeling. It is a choice,

an action, a way of behaving, a commitment. Love is sacrificing for others.

Much of the world has no clue as to what real love is all about. Songs that
say “I need you, I want you, I must have you” are not love songs, but lust songs.
Real love focuses on how I can serve you, not how you can serve me. It’s the

opposite of our selfish tendencies.

That’s why we must learn to love. It isn’t easy. Real love takes knowledge,
God’s grace, and lots of practice. We must retrain ourselves to think and act in
loving ways. During 40 Days of Community we're going to practice loving each
other—in 40 different ways. These ways are called the “one another's” of the

Bible. They are practical instructions for learning to love in real-life situations.

Like a diamond, love is multi-faceted. Each of these daily readings will help
you understand and practice a different aspect of love. Take the time each day to
seriously think about what you've read. Learning genuine love is not easy, but it

will bless your life beyond imagination here on earth, and prepare you for eternity.

Of course, you can't learn to love by yourself. You must develop relationships
with many different kinds of people in order to practice loving others. The Bible
calls this being in “community,” which is another word for fellowship. To practice
the “one another” commands that God has given us, it is absolutely essential that
you find a church family and get involved in some kind of weekly small group
study. An effective small group is more than just a Bible study, although that is a
major component. It also allows time for interacting, sharing, questioning, and

praying for each other. Community is the context where we learn to love.
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If all you do is read these daily devotionals, you'll only get a fraction of the
potential benefits. But if you meet weekly in a small group setting, with six or

eight other people, you'll have a practice lab where you can apply what you learn.

Now here’s today’s verse: “Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another” (1 John 4:11, NIV). This is the starting point for building real
community: realize how much God loves us. He doesn’t just love you; he
loves everyone else just as much, and he wants his children to love each other.
There are three foundations for living a life of love:

* God’s love for us gives us the reason to love others.

* God’s love 77 us gives us the ability to love others.

* God’s love through us gives us the way to love others.

POINT TO PONDER:
Life is about learning to love.

VERSE TO REMEMBER:
“We love because God first loved us.”
1 John 4:19 (TEV)

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:
How comfortable are you with being in a 40 Days of Community small group?
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